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Facets of the History of New Bern
Michael Hill and Ansley Wegner
North Carolina Office of Archives and History
Survival of New Bern and Its Contribution to the Growth
of a New State and Nation

The affable climate and geography of the coastal plain of North
Carolina made it an attractive settlement point for incoming Europeans. The
land is relatively flat, and the rich soils are ideal for agriculture. The mild
climate allowed for longer growing seasons, and a number of wide, slowmoving rivers provided both navigation and a food source. Indeed, John
Lawson, the British naturalist and explorer, described North Carolina as "a
country, whose inhabitants may enjoy a life of the greatest ease and
satisfaction, and pass away their hours in solid contentment."

Old New Bern
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Yet European explorers were not the first people to recognize the
potential of the coastal plains of North Carolina. Long before the settlers
came from across the ocean, Native American peoples had utilized the land
and rivers. The Tuscarora nation used the land that was to become Craven
and Pamlico counties as their traditional hunting and farming territories, and
traveled as far north as Chesapeake Bay in their trading routes. Other Native
American groups, including the Bay, Mackapunga, Neusiok, Coree,
W occon, and Pamticough peoples, also utilized the land and rivers for their
livelihoods. When the European settlers arrived, they were greeted by a
complex political situation amongst the Native peoples. While the
Tuscarora were the dominant nation in the area, competing trade alliances
and land disputes had fractured Native American solidarity, even within
related groups. Tensions between neighboring nations mirrored the political
situations existing at the same time in Europe.
While European settlers began establishing settlements, plowing the
land and constructing their homes, the political situation among the Native
American population was continuing. A close watch was kept on the new
white inhabitants of the region, to see how their entrance into the area
would affect already extant tensions. The numbers of Europeans in the
region, which had started low, began to steadily increase in the years
between 1705 and 1711, causing the concerns of the local Native American
groups to grow ever stronger.
The dominant Tuscarora feared losing supremacy in the region to the
growing numbers of European settlers. They feared, as well, that their
leadership of the smaller coastal Native American peoples would be lost
with the coming of these Europeans. The thoroughness with which the
German and Swiss settlers approached the tilling of the soil and
construction of settlements confirmed these fears. Taking advantage of
political and cultural divisions among the Europeans, a faction of the
Tuscarora nation decided to take action.
The Tuscarora had the support from numerous smaller Native American
groups, as well as the 'moral' support of other large nations, such as the
Powhatan Confederacy in the Virginia colony. An initial surprise attack in
1711 led to a conflict lasting until 1712 that has been called "the single
greatest disaster to have befallen North Carolina." The political and cultural
di visions, both in the European and Native American sides of the Tuscarora
War, contributed to the length of the conflict. The decisive action came
March 20, 1712, when the colonial troops, led by Colonel James Moore
attacked the Tuscarora stronghold of Fort Neoheroka. After three days, the
fort was ruined, the power of the Tuscarora nation was broken, and the war
was effectively over. The peace treaty was signed in February of 1715,
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assigning the surviving Native Americans to a reservation on Lake Mattamuskeet.
Despite the effects of the Tuscarora War, and periodic devastation
wrought by natural disasters such as hurricanes, the settlement at New Bern
continued to grow. New Bern, settled by Swiss and German immigrants in
1710, lost approximately 50 of the 403 settlers in the first year due to poor
diet, starvation and disease in the wilderness settlement. Another 60 to 70
immigrants died in the Tuscarora Indian and European War in 1711.
Approximately 280 settlers survived to develop New Bern and to tum the
surrounding lands into productive farms. By the second generation, many
of the Swiss and German families had acquired substantial land and wealth
and were becoming bilingual. Assimilation of the various European cultures
had begun.
A small settlement of French Huguenots on the Trent River south of
New Bern preceded the settlement of Swiss and German immigrants in
1710. English, Scottish, Welsh and Scotch-Irish people migrated to the
region both before and after the arrival of the Swiss and German settlers.
Both enslaved and free Africans were in the region by the late 17th century.
More than thirty years after the settlement of New Bern, a High German
Church was built on the banks of the Trent River. The surviving German
speaking settlers rejoiced when a migrant minister visited the area in the late
1740's and conducted a service entirely in German. Meanwhile the first
Anglican Church was constructed in the early 1750s. Swiss and German
Palatine families continued to thrive intermarrying and conducting business
with one another as well as others. An area of Craven County 15 miles west
of New Bern is known today as "Little Germany," because Swiss and
German families intermarried and have lived there nearly 300 years.
In 1749, New Bern resident James Davis set up the first printing press
in North Carolina and thereon published the colony's first book and
newspaper. The New Bern Academy was the first school in North Carolina
to be established by law; the legislative assembly incorporated it in 1766.
A legal landmark had its roots in New Bern. In November 1787, in the case
of Bayard v. Singleton, a panel of three justices set a precedent for the
exercise of judicial review, establishing an underpinning of the American
judicial system. New Bern was a diverse town with over half of the
population enslaved. A sizable free black community thrived in New Bern
with scores of skilled African American craftsmen.
By the third quarter of the 18th century, New Bern had become one of
the larger towns in North Carolina. In 1764, William Tryon traveled from
England to become Royal Governor of North Carolina. He selected New
Bern to be the first established capital of North Carolina. Governor Tryon
built a magnificent capitol and governor's residence which in time became
a despised symbol of British authority. Construction of the building
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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designed by English architect John Hawks, considered by many the first
professional architect in America, began in 1767 and was complete in 1770.
The Tryon family lived there less than 13 months, when William Tryon left
to assume duties as governor of New York. Josiah Martin replaced Tryon
as governor occupying the Palace for four years. Martin was the first
governor in America to leave his post fleeing the growing unrest among the
colonists. The Palace in New Bern served as the backdrop for the
transformation of North Carolina from colony to statehood.
The latter half of
the eighteenth century
was a time of turmoil
in America. In North
Carolina,
the
rebellious First
Provincial Congress
was held in New Bern
in defiance of the
Royal Governor,
becoming the first
such provincial
congress held in any
of the 13 American
Railroad Station
colonies. In July 1774,
William Hooper convened a meeting of colonists who believed that it was
"highly expedient" that a Provincial Congress be held separate from North
Carolina's royal government. Invitations to prospective delegates were
dispatched; thirty counties and four towns held elections. Provincial leaders
held the meeting in New Bern. Thus, the rebellious First Provincial
Congress met virtually at the feet of Royal Governor, Josiah Martin. The
British made no attempt to stop the assembly.
On August 25, 1774, seventy-one delegates assembled. The session,
which lasted three days, endorsed the proposal that the 13 British colonies
in America hold a Continental Congress. To that end, the North Carolina
Provincial Congress selected three delegates to represent North Carolina at
the first Continental Congress which guided the loosely organized
federation of states to sever ties with England.
In May 1775, Governor Josiah Martin, Tryon's successor, fled as
patriot forces approached New Bern. After the first state constitution was
ratified in November 1776, the first state governor, Richard Caswell,
occupied the palace in New Bern. Successive state governors Abner Nash,
Thomas Burke, Alexander Martin, Samuel Johnston, and Richard Dobbs
Spaight resided there until Raleigh became the new capitol in 1794. The
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss3/4
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Palace hosted United States President George Washington on the night of
April 21, 1791, during his southern tour. A fire in 1798 destroyed all of the
Palace but the kitchen and stables concluding New Bern's role in shaping
the new state of North Carolina.
Economic Development of New Bern
Early settlement in America developed along waterways. New Bern, at
the confluence of two rivers, the Neuse and Trent, provided access to both
the ocean and the backcountry. Centrally located along the coast, it became
a river port and trade center, and was the logical destination for the vast
quantities of agricultural produce and naval stores produced in the region.
At New Bern, products were sold at market and loaded onto larger river and
ocean-going vessels for export. Manufactured goods and European goods
were imported along with molasses, rum, salt, sugar and fruits from the
West Indies.
Naval stores represented economic power. Without naval stores, a
nation's military and commercial fleets were useless. In 1584 English
explorers of coastal North Carolina reported to Sir Walter Raleigh that they
saw "trees which could supply the English navy with enough tar and pitch
to make our Queen the ruler of the seas." Shipments of tar and pitch, and
some small cargoes of turpentine spirits, were regularly sent to England. For
150 years, from 1720 to 1870, eastern North Carolina was the greatest
producer of naval stores in the world.
Decline in the turpentine industry and national economic conditions in
the first half of the 19th century resulted in an economic downturn in New
Bern. To counteract the decline, all forms of transportation were promoted
- railroad, river navigation, and maritime shipping. The railroad was seen
as a solution for the economic ills of New Bern and North Carolina. By the
mid 1850s the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad was created to connect
the coast and New Bern with inland towns in North Carolina.
Agriculture remained paramount in the economy of New Bern and
Craven County. Civil War and emancipation of slaves brought changes in
farming and recovery from the devastation of the Civil War was slow. New
Bern's economy was improved by the fishing industry. In 1873, the town
exported 3,707 barrels of fish by railroad, and another thousand barrels by
steamer. Two and a half tons of fish were shipped from New Bern each day.
In the late 1870s, manufacturing was represented by a plug tobacco
factory, two cigar factories, a plow factory, four steam sawmills, a sash and
blind factory, an engine and boiler establishment, several turpentine
distilleries, and a shipyard that had the capacity to tum out a ship a month.
Near the end of the 19 th century, New Bern pharmacist Caleb Bradham
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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began selling a drink in his store called at first "Brad's Drink" and later
"Pepsi Cola". At the beginning of the 20th century, New Bern had numerous
retail businesses including other pharmacies, clothing stores, hardware and
feed stores and many other businesses.
The naval stores industry vanished as the longleaf pine forest
disappeared. Remaining hardwood and softwood trees gave rise to an
extensive lumber industry. The Neuse and Trent rivers were crowded with
rafts of logs making their way to sawmills and barges stood ready at the
mill wharves to receive cargoes of lumber. By 1880, the collective annual
production by four major mills produced more than 7,000,000 feet of
lumber.
Today New Bern's economy is diverse. Cherry Point Marine Corps Air
Station, developed in the early 1940s and located ten miles east of New
Bern, is the largest employer in Craven Count. Manufacturing represents
the second most important economic activity: BSH Bosch und Siemens
Hausgerate GmbH, one of the world's largest appliance companies,
manufactures dishwashers, ranges, washers, and dryers at in New Bern.
Weyerhaeuser's North Carolina headquarters near New Bern produces
southern softwood pulp. Moen, Inc. manufactures plumbing fixtures.
Hatteras Yachts sells highly sought after large cruising yachts that are
manufactured in New Bern. By the end of the 20th century, agriculture was
in decline in Craven County and an influx of new residents, primarily
retirees from Northern states, began building homes in development areas
surrounding New Bern including Fairfield Harbor, Riverbend, Trent
Woods, Taberna and many other new housing and condominium
developments particularly along the rivers.
New Bern has become a tourism attraction with the promotion of its
unique history and natural beauty. Tryon Palace Historic Sites & Gardens
attracts 100,000 visitors a year who enjoy tours of the reconstructed Palace
which served both as the 18 th Century Governor's residence and the first
permanent capitol of North Carolina, as well as three other house museums,
a gallery museum and 13 public gardens. In 2010, as part of the 300th
anniversary celebration of the founding of New Bern, the North Carolina
History Education Center, a 60,000 square foot visitor and museum
attraction will open on the waterfront as part of Tryon Palace. New Bern
also features a Fireman's Museum, Battlefield Tours, Trolley Tours of the
Historic area, golfing, fishing, boating, water sports, and the attraction of
nearby beaches.
The New Bern Riverfront Convention Center opened in 2000 and draws
thousands of attendees each year who enjoy the amenities of New Bern's
river walk and other attractions. New hotels, boutiques and restaurants
attract visitors to downtown New Bern, the historic city at the union of two
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss3/4
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rivers settled 300 years ago by Baron Christopher de Graffenried and Swiss
and German emigrants. In 2010, the City will celebrate its founding as well
as 300 years of life in historic New Bern. The year long event will feature
special commemorative programs, street fairs and festivals throughout the
year with the primary celebratio~ of its founding occurring September
16-19, 2010 in honor of Baron de Graffenried's arrival in New Bern in
September 1710. This event is expected to provide yet another boost to the
local economy.
An Occupied Town: New Bern in the Civil War

North Carolina seceded from the United States on May 20, 1861,
joining the Confederate States of America. New Bern, the second largest
town in the state at the time, was important to both the Confederacy and the
Union for its strategic location at the confluence of the Trent and Neuse
Rivers with access to the Atlantic Ocean. Union Army Brigadier General
Ambrose Burnside organized a campaign along the North Carolina coast in
the fall of 1861. After Federal capture and occupation of Roanoke Island
and Winton in 1862, Burnside turned his attention to New Bern.

Civil War

The advance on New Bern was a strategic success and provided a boost
to Burnside's reputation. He threw all available force into the effort.
Leaving a single brigade to guard Roanoke Island, Burnside's fleet sailed
on March 11, stopping at Hatteras where they were joined by an additional
thirteen gunboats, making a combined force of 11,000 men. The expedition
consisted primarily of soldiers from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and
Rhode Island. On March 12, sailing in two parallel lines, the fleet entered
the Neuse River. The scene, one soldier wrote, reminded him of "our
summer steamer with excursionists." Early on the morning on March 13,
the federal fleet anchored at the mouth of Slocum's Creek near New Bern
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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and shelled the shoreline and disembarked. No Confederate troops were
posted there, but look-outs upriver set bonfires to announce the Union
Army's approach. Troops marched overland two miles to reach the
Beaufort-New Bern Road. One soldier wrote of the "muddiest mud ever
invented, being knee-deep and of a black, unctuous, slippery character."
Burnside's army pressed on, a total of thirteen miles, to New Bern. The next
day, March 14, the town fell and was occupied for the remaining three years
of the war, providing Union troops with a strategically located base.
Since many prominent citizens had left New Bern before the battle,
their houses were prized quarters for the occupying forces. The adaptive use
of residences and businesses played a key role in the preservation of New
Bern's antebellum structures. Union soldiers described their Southern
accommodations in letters to family. One young man wrote of an excellent
two-story home with carpets, lace curtains, gas fixtures, a piano, and
servants' quarters, while others described buildings as "small and old
fashioned," or as having "a dilapidated-looking appearance." Northern
entrepreneurs opened shops in abandoned storefronts, offering necessities
as well as luxuries such as stationery and ice cream. The New Bern
Academy and the Masonic Lodge were used as makeshift hospitals. By
1864 the federal government opened a free school at the Methodist Church
for white children.
Alongside the occupying troops, New Bern was flooded with fugitive
slaves. Burnside, remarking that they "find their way to us through the
woods and swamps from every side," appointed a supervisor of the poor to
regulate the refugees. The supervisor wrote that the fugitive slaves arrived
in New Bern "sometimes as many as one hundred at a time, leaving with
joy their plows in the fields, and their old homes." They were registered,
given food, and assigned lodging, further filling the vacated town buildings.
Many blacks cultivated crops on abandoned lands, providing food and
monetary support.
Reverend Horace James was charged with serving the black population
which had swelled from 2,981 to 8,661 by April 1864. To better meet the
needs of former slaves, James established refugee camps, the most notable
being James City on the Trent River across from New Bern which at its
peak housed about 3,000 people. Black refugees worked as laborers in
military camps and in construction of bridges and other structures; the most
proficient were recruited to serve in the U.S. Colored Troops. James and
northern philanthropists opened numerous day and evening schools for the
black population-offering educational opportunities to most for the first
time.
James City remained a cohesive black community until about 1900, its
people economically productive and politically active. Their primary goal
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss3/4
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was to obtain permanent ownership of the land on which they resided as
tenants. When they failed to win their court case in 1893, their community
began to dissolve. Today James City continues to exist as a community of
about 700 residents, most of them African Americans.
After the war ended in 1865, President Andrew Johnson, a native North
Carolinian, endeavored to "reconstruct" the states that had seceded to form
the Confederacy. The government of New Bern passed into the hands of
Republicans and Yankee "carpetbaggers" and, after the registration of free
black voters, African Americans outnumbered whites by more than fifty
percent. The freedmen went to work in Craven County's agricultural,
fishing, shipping, and turpentine industries. The large number of refugees
in New Bern, coupled with returning Confederate exiles, made a society rife
with economic hardship and racial tension.
Origin of Pepsi Cola in New Bern

Around the world, from Prague to Bangkok, the name Pepsi-Cola is
known to the masses. The carbonated soft drink' s popularity stems in part
from shrewd marketing, driven for decades by the company's rivalry with
its competitor, Coca-Cola. Both products originated in the American South,
Coca-Cola in Atlanta, where the corporation is headquartered and New
Bern, the small eastern North Carolina town where Pepsi originated.
Caleb Davis Bradham, born in
Chinquapin, North Carolina, in 1867,
attended the University of North Carolina
for three years beginning in 1886 but
completed his education in the College of
Pharmacy at the University of Maryland.
He then returned to his native state and
purchased a drugstore in New Bern.
Bradham took particular pleasure in
concocting soft drinks for friends gathered
around his soda fountain.
In the mid 1890s, he produced a
popular item which he called "Brad's
Pepsi Drum
Drink" and later "Pep-Kola." The key
ingredients were coca leaf and kola nut. In
1898 Bradham changed the name to
"Pepsi-Cola" and, in 1902, left the pharmacy to devote full time to the soft
drink business. "Pepsi-Cola" was filed as a trademark in September 1902
and registered in 1903. The Pepsi-Cola Company was incorporated in
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December 1902. Bradham's friend and New Bern neighbor, pioneering
female photographer Bayard Wootten, created the distinctive first logo.
The business had its ups and downs over the years. By 1910, the
company had over 250 bottlers in twenty-four states, making Bradham
wealthy. During World War I sugar prices spiked and fell, leading to his
bankruptcy. In 1923, he sold the trademark and business to investors in
Richmond, Virginia, for $35,000. The company then changed hands four
times and went bankrupt again in 1931. Under the new ownership of a
candy manufacturer, its fortunes improved and, since that time, Pepsi has
become well-known internationally. A trademark dispute with rival CocaCola over the rights to the use of the word "cola" was settled in Pepsi's
favor. The two remain intense rivals to this day, from restaurant franchises
to sponsorship of major events.
Today PepsiCo, headquartered in Purchase, New York, has annual retail
sales of over $98 billion and is traded on the New York Stock Exchange.
The evolution of PepsiCo is effectively a history of American branding. The
company by that name was created in 1965 with the merger of Pepsi-Cola
and Frito-Lay, the manufacturer of snack foods (the pairing has the aura of
inevitability). In 1998 the company acquired Tropicana, purveyor of orange
juice, and in 2001 it added Quaker Oats, moving decidedly into the
breakfast arena. Recently the company announced plans to invest over a
billion dollars in the burgeoning Chinese market over the next five years.
The name of Caleb
Bradham and the name of Pepsi
are well-remembered in New
Bern and in North Carolina.
Bradham endowed an annual
prize at the pharmacy school at
the University of North
Carolina. At the height of his
acclaim and influence, he had
his name mentioned as a
po ten ti al c andi date for L____::...:.::::::::!!l!aal- - ! J
governor. He was an active
Bradham' s Drug Store
member of the Masonic Lodge
and Shrine organization, bank
officer, and a rear admiral in the North Carolina Naval Reserve. When
Bradham convened a group of bottlers in New Bern in 1910, he hosted them
aboard the Elfrida, a vessel used in the Spanish-American War and refitted
as a yacht. Bradham' s drug store at the corner of Middle and Pollock streets
burned shortly before his death in 1934. A new building went up on the site
soon thereafter. Today that structure is fitted out with plaques and displays
1

- ~ - - - " " " " " " "_ _ _ _ _ _ _
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dedicated to the history of Pepsi-Cola. The local bottlers in New Bern,
owned by the Minges family, over time have created their own legacy.
In recent years regional bottlers marketed Pepsi-Cola under the slogan
"Taste Born in the Carolinas." The commemoration in 1998 in New Bern
of the centennial of the beverage included a parade, fireworks, memorabilia
shows, and a play based on the life of Bradham. Tryon Palace Historic Sites
& Gardens in 2010 will open a new History Education Center which will
include a gallery named for and underwritten by Pepsi.
Descendants of the Swiss and German Settlers of New Bern

When Baron Christopher de Graffenried founded New Bern in 1710, he
may not have realized the impact that the Swiss and German colonists
would have in the next 300 years. The first two ships landed 300 German
Palatines in April 1710, the survivors of 650 who left England in January.
Baron de Graffenried' s party of Swiss settlers arrived in a third ship in
September 1710. They settled at the site of the American Indian village of
Chatouka, located at the confluence of two rivers, a site which Baron de
Graffenried named New Bern in honor of his home in Switzerland. The
colonists fought ticks, serpents, mosquitoes, famine, disease, war and
hurricanes to establish a home in New Bern and on plantations along the
Trent and Neuse Rivers. The newcomers brought a diverse array of skills
and life experiences that enabled them to survive primitive conditions and
hardships. The settlement included a tailor, vinedresser, doctor,
coppersmith, goldsmith, scribe, weaver, carpenter, wheelwright, turner,
schoolmaster, cooper, merchant, baker, brewer and farmers among other
trades.
Conditions were harsh. In the first two years, more than 50 children
were orphaned leaving them wards of the court to be apprenticed to other
families to learn a trade. One young boy with the surname of Gniige lost
both parents in the Tuscarora War of 1711. About a third of the settlers died
in the first year. One Swiss immigrant named Isler wrote that he spent his
first winter living in a huge hollow tree trunk. The settlers established
families who would influence the development of New Bern and the colony
and eventually the state of North Carolina.
As with most immigrants, initially colonists were most comfortable
with their own people and sought companionship and marriage among
themselves. For several decades, they continued to speak German as their
primary language. However, by the third generation, Swiss and German
families had intermarried with other European settlers and English had
become the primary language.
Among Swiss arrivals in 1710 was Nicholas Isler, a Reformed mason
and stonecutter with seven in his party, whose descendants can be found
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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throughout eastern North Carolina today with the surname Isler. With the
same group was Benedicht Simon, a farmer with six in his party. The Simon
name became "Simmons" and the family grew in number and land holdings
so that by 1800, one of his descendants owned a large plantation said to be
nine miles square. The Simmons name is prevalent today in Craven County
and neighboring Jones County, and is remembered by the name of Simmons
Street in New Bern. The Gnage name mentioned above is spelled Kornegay
today and is a familiar name in eastern North Carolina
The Swiss settlers included Christen Ktintzli, a tanner with eight in his
party, whose name became first Kins aw and then Kinsey, and can be found
today as "Kinsey". Peter Real, a servant with de Graffenried, has
descendants in New Bern with the surname Reel. The community of
Reelsboro in nearby Pamlico County was named for one of his descendants.
Jakob Wahren and Christen Walcher, both Swiss farmers, have their
surnames represented today as Warren and Walker. Of interest among the
. German settlers who came with von Graffenried were Reinhard and Johann
Valentin Eibach. Their descendants are many and include business and civic
leaders known by the Anglicized surname of Ipock. Some of the surnames
of other German settlers represented today include Bender, Franck (now
Frank), Remmer or Remm (now Rhem) and Muller (now Miller). Rhem
Avenue is another street in New Bern named for a founding family.
Baron de Graffenried is greatly honored today as the founder of New
Bern. A bust of de Graffenried on a pedestal adjoins City Hall.
Geographical names celebrate his memory including De Graffenried Park,
an early 20th century residential neighborhood with handsome homes and
tree lined streets, and De Graffenried Street. Planning is underway for a
large residential development on the Trent River across from downtown
New Bern called De Graffen, a variation of the founder's name. More than
100 years ago, New Bernians adopted the Bernese flag. The City symbol is
the bear which adorns public buildings and signage in the City. High School
athletic teams are called "New Bern Bears," and Police cars carry image of
a bear with the slogan "Proud to wear the Bear!" Bear Plaza is a popular
spot in downtown New Bern and Swiss Bear is the name of the downtown
development corporation. New Bern has enjoyed a friendship with the de
Graffenried family and a "Mother-Daughter" relationship with Bern for
more than a hundred years.
Numerous descendants of Swiss and German founding families live in
New Bern today. The original settlers brought the strength of their Old
World culture and values to a wilderness, and their courage, hard work and
perseverance survives in descendants who cherish their roots and their
families' contribution to the history of North Carolina and the United
States.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss3/4
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Reciprocal Visits Bern - New Bern: An Overview

Christine de Graffenried
1891: First official visit of a Mayor from New Bern in Bern: Mayor Captain
Matthias E. Manly, Jr. attends Bern's seven hundredth anniversary
celebration (see Foreword).
1896: New Bern receives the Bernese flag (see Foreword).
1946: Photo Journalist Paul Senn carries Gift and Message from Bern to
New Bern: New Bern's Mayor L.C. Lawrence is presented a leather-bound
copy of Diebold Schilling's "Spiezer Bilder Chronik". Excerpt of the
dedication of the City of Bern to the City of New Bern:

The City of Bern, Switzerland, has pleasure in presenting to its
daughter town New Bern, North Carolina, this reproduction of the
Schilling's old Chronicle of the history of Bern since its foundation
in 1191. May this friendly gift be proof that the two cities, though
in different countries and separated by an ocean, are yet attached
to each other by the common memory of the sons of Bern who
founded for themselves a new home in North Carolina.

Signed: Dr. E. Bartschi, Mayor of Bern (letter of February 1946).
Of the only 500 copies made of the Spiezer Bilder Chronik, the one that was
brought to New Bern was No. 257.
1948: Official visit in Bern of the Reverend Thomas W. Fryer: The message
from New Bern's Mayor Ernest H. Wood to the Council of B urghesses and
Citizens of the City of Bern read:

To bear testimony of our love for our mother city and to reaffirm
our desire to keep alive the feeling of relationship of the two cities
for all generations to come. As a symbol of the strength and
endurance of the ties that bind the two cities, the City of New Bern
herewith presents to the Council of Burghesses of the City of Bern
a gavel cut from a cypress tree that has stood for a thousand years
by the broad waters of the beautiful Neuse in New Bern.

Signed Mayor Ernest H. Wood (letter dated Aug 30, 1948).
69
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1960: 250 Years New Bern: First Visit of a Mayor of Bern in New Bern:
Dr. Eduard Freimiiller, in the name of the City of Bern, presents a stained
glass armorial to New Bern's Mayor Robert Stallings. The armorial bears
a dedication that reinforces the status of New Bern as a daughter city of
Bern:

Die Stadt Bern ihrer Tochterstadt New Bern in Nord Karolina zur
250 Jahr Feier, Juni 1960.

Thomas P. de Graffenried (1881-1961), direct descendant of Baron
Christopher de Graffenried, served on the Anniversary Commission. The
Swiss family was represented by cousin Roland de Graffenried from Bern.
1984: First visit to New Bern of Helmuth and Blanche de Graffenried from
Bern, carrying a letter from Bern's City President Dr. Werner Bircher to
New Bern's Mayor Paul Cox.
1985: 275 Years New Bern: New Bern's Mayor Paul Cox organizes a
"birthday trip" and brings a group of 86 New Bernese to Bern; A reception
is given by Bern's Mayor Dr. Werner Bircher and by the President of
Bern's Council of Burghesses Dr. Hans Wildbolz.

Gift from the City of Bern to the City of New Bern: A Pewter set with the
inscription:
Presented to the Citizens of New Bern, NC, in America upon the
celebration of their 275th anniversary by their mother city ofBern,
Switzerland - done in Bern 1 Oct, 1985.

This pewter set is displayed in New Bern's City Hall.
1987: Bernese Travel Agency (Marti AG) brings 150 Tourists from Bern
to New Bern: A letter from Bern's Mayor Dr. Werner Bircher is handed to
New Bern's Mayor Ella Bengel.
1989: Unveiling of the Bust erected in New Bern in Honor of City Founder
Christopher de Graffenried.

This memorial, sculpted by William E. Hipp III of Chapel Hill, was made
possible with the financial contributions from the Swiss Confederation, the
City of Bern, the Council of Burghesses of Bern, and the Swiss de

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss3/4

14

Hill and Wegner: Facets of the History of New Bern

2009]

Reciprocal Visits Bern - New Bern

71

Graffenried Family, as well as from local organizations of New Bern and
American de Graffenried cousins.
The text on the back of the plaque of the Baron's bust reads as follows:
We remember here Mayor Matthias E. Manly, Jr., first official
visitor from New Bern to Bern, Switzerland, in August 1891. His
visit resulted in our designation as the daughter city of Bern.

A group of 30 Swiss family members/friends from Bern participated in this
memorable unveiling ceremony chaired by New Bern's Mayor Ella J.
Bengel. Official dignitaries from Bern were Eva Seelhofer (owner of Castle
Worb) as the delegate of the President of the Council of Burghesses, Dr.
Hans Wildbolz, and Helmuth de Graffenried as the representative of Bern's
Mayor Dr. Werner Bircher.
Gifts to New Bern:
City of Bern: On behalf of Bern's Mayor Dr. Werner Bircher, Helmuth
de Graffenried presented the City of New Bern with a glass stained bear
armorial showing a standing bear and an inscription in Bernese local
language.
Council of Burghesses: On behalf of the President of Bern's Council of
Burghesses Dr. Hans Wildbolz, Eva Seelhofer presented the rare replica of
a bronze medal showing the old city seal of Bern (Sigillum Bernensium).
de Graffenried Family of Bern: It presented a Flag (120x120cm) with the
coat of arms of Christopher de Graffenried, as dedicated to him on August
18, 1709, by the declaration of the Carolina Herald.

Upper right shows the head of a lion (silver on red) symbolizing a
Landgrave of Carolina; the lower left shows the head of a bear (black on
silver), sign of a Baron of Bernburg; upper left and lower right shows the
coat of arms of the Swiss de Graffenried Family.
1991: 800 Years Bern: Mayor Leander Morgan with his wife and a group
of 112 New Bernese attend Bern's eight hundredth anniversary
celebrations.
Receptions by Bern's Mayor Dr. Werner Bircher and by Bern's Council of
Burghesses under its President Rudolph v. Fischer.
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1992: Third visit to New Bern of Helmuth and Blanche de Graffenried, to
attend a family reunion organized by the de Graffenried Association.
Welcome by New Bern's Mayor Leander Morgan. New Bern's
Alpenverein, under President William Vogelsang, graciously extends
Helmuth and Blanche de Graffenried a Certificate of Honorary Lifetime
Membership in the Alpenverein.
1995: In June fourth visit to New Bern of Helmuth and Blanche de
Graffenried, coinciding with a family reunion organized by the 1710 Society
USA.

Helmuth de Graffenried officially represents Bern's Mayor Dr. Klaus
Baumgartner as well as the Council of Burghesses and its President Rudolf
v. Fischer. Dignitaries present are New Bern's Mayor Tom Bayliss and
Swiss Consul General Fred Jenny.
Helmuth de Graffenried carries the following messages and gift to New
Bern's Mayor Tom Bayliss and its Citizens: On behalf of the City of Bern
and of the Council ofBurghesses of Bern: For New Bern's upcoming 100th
daughter-city status, a congratulatory message and a handmade copy of the
Bernese Coat of Arms of Bern's Prison Tower.
1995: In September Bernese Travel Agency Kehrli & Oeler organizes a
Special Group Trip to the USA around the emigration theme, including
New Bern.
1996: New Bern Daughter City Centennial, organized by John Sturman,
chairman of the Centennial Flag Celebration Committee, and family reunion
under the 1710 Society USA. The following dignitaries and special guests
attended these celebrations: Tom Bayliss, Mayor of the City of New Bern;
Dr. Klaus Baumgartner, Mayor of the City of Bern; Helmuth de Graffenried
as the official representative of the Council of Burghesses and its President
Rudolf v. Fischer; Dr. Carlo Jagmetti, Swiss Ambassador to the United
States; and Fred Jenny, Swiss Consul General in Atlanta.

Address read by Helmuth de Graffenried on behalf of the Council of
Burghesses of Bern:

The President and the Council of Burghesses of the City of Bern,
Switzerland, to the Honorable Mayor and the City Counsel of the City of
New Bern, North Carolina, USA:
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One hundred years have passed since on February 27, 1895 His
Excellency Mr Pioda, Ambassador of Switzerland to the USA
delivered in the name of the City of Bern the Banner of Bern to the
City of New Bern as a testimony for New Bern being from then
onward the Daughter City ofBern. For over one hundred years the
Bernese Banner has been flying over both cities, New Bern and old
Bern, as well as over the whole Canton (State) of Bern. On the
occasion of this centennial offriendship between the Daughter and
the Mother, and as we stand on the threshold of our second
century, we wish the citizens of New Bern a prosperous future and may our ties grow even closer and our friendship more cordial.
This letter is being handed over to you by Helmuth de Graffenried,
a burgher and former member of our Council, who is an active
promoter of the mutual friendship between our two cities.

Signed by President R. v. Fischer and Chancellor Th. v. Erlach, May 12,
1995.
The two Bernese dignitaries presented the City of New Bern with the
following gifts:
On behalf of the City of Bern: a stain glass window specially designed for
the celebration of Bern's 800th and the Swiss Confederation's 700th
anniversaries (1991);
On behalf of the Council of Burghesses: Three Bernese flags:
a) the Bern flag with the climbing bear;
b) the so called "old Bern flag", which was introduced in the early 18th
century and served as the Bernese military flag until 1841 and now
represents the flag of the community of the Burghesses;
c) the flag that was specially designed for the 800th anniversary of the
city of Bern in 1991.
1998: Sixth visit to New Bern of Helmuth and Blanche de Graffenried,
coinciding with a family reunion organized by the 1710 Society USA.
Meeting with Mayor Tom Bayliss.
2000: Seventh and last visit of Helmuth and Blanche de Graffenried,
coinciding with a family reunion organized by the de Graffenried
Association USA.
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In recognition for their love and affection to New Bern, also for their
longtime ambassadorship between the two cities, Mayor Tom Bayliss
proclaims Helmuth and Blanche de Graffenried Honorary Citizens of New
Bern. Mayor Bayliss also gives them the title of 'Mamma and Papa Bear'.
2001: In May Betty and Wilda Thomas of the de Graffenried Association
USA pay a visit to the de Graffenried families in Bern.

In June 20 Members of New Bern's Youth Choir and their Spouses
participate in the Choral Music Festival in Bern. Receptions are given by
Dr. Klaus Baumgartner, Mayor of the City of Bern, Franz v. Graffenried,
President of Bern's Council of Burghesses, and several Family members.
2002: An American delegation visits the Family in Bern, consisting of Jim
Hicks from New Bern, Blewett Thomas representing the de Graffenried
Association USA as well as five other American cousins. They met with Dr.
Klaus Baumgartner, Mayor of the City of Bern, Franz v. Graffenried,
President of Bern's Council of Burghesses, and several Family members.
2004: Betty, Wilda, and Blewett Thomas visit Bern, representing the de
Graffenried Association USA, and Jim Hicks from New Bern, coinciding
with the annual reunion of the Swiss de Graffenried Family.
2005: Visit from Jimmie Hicks as the Mayor's Ambassador of New Bern
to Bern, together with Wilda Thomas, representing the de Graffenried
Association USA. First conversations are held regarding New Bern's
Tricentennial in 2010 with Bern's Mayor. Alexander Tschappat, the US
Embassy, the Director of the Library of the Burghesses, and Family
members.
2007: In August Wilda Thomas pays a visit to the Swiss de Graffenried
family on behalf of the de Graffenried Association USA.
2007: In October visit in New Bern of Christine de Graffenried and Nicolas
Koechlin, both representing the Verein [Association] 300 Jahre New Bern,
founded in Bern in March 2007 in view of New Bern's Tricentennial, and
Betty and Wilda Thomas from the de Graffenried Association.
2007: In November a delegation of 29 New Bernese, including two
Aldermen, as well as Members of New Bern's Tricentennial Committee pay
a visit to Bern. Meetings and receptions are held with Bern's Mayor
Alexander Tschappat and various de Graffenried family members. Both
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New Bern's Tricentennial Committee and the Verein 300 Jahre New Bern
meet to exchange ideas about New Bern's anniversary in 2010.

2008: To discuss the first draft-outline of a Tricentennial exhibition on the
theme "300 Years New Bern", Christine de Graffenried and Curator Max
Werren from Bern visit New Bern. With this special exhibit, the Verein 300
Jahre New Bern intends to honor, portray, and promote New Bern in Old
Bern. It is to be shown in Bern from December 2009 until May 2010.
During the second half of 2010, it will be shown in New Bern in a
somewhat modified shape.
Meetings are held with Mayor Tom Bayliss and working sessions with Kay
Phillips Williams, Director of Tryon Palace Historic Sites and Gardens,
Nancy Gray, Curator, and a team of historians from Raleigh.
Bern, August 2009
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